
VSLO (Visiting Student Learning Opportunities) - Internship program

Clinical 
electives

The programme

The VSLO program helps medical and public health 
students connect with institutions offering short-term 
elective opportunities that can enhance their medical 
education. These elective opportunities include obser-
verships, summer research programs, clinical opportu-
nities, away rotations, away electives, clinical rotations 
and visiting opportunities.

Offered by participating host institutions in the U.S. and 
around the world, elective opportunities are available 
in teaching hospitals, community clinics, and urban or 
rural sites and are open to preclinical, clinical, or final-
year students, as determined by the host institution. 

Destinatari e modalità d’iscrizione
 ● Create your AAMC account

 ● Access the VSLO Application Service

 ● Complete your profile adding personal and acade-
mic information through the VSLO application servi-
ce, including contact and biographical information

 ● Review general information about each participating 
host institution and their key application dates and 
fees

 ● Use the elective search to find elective opportu-

nities based on, but not limited to, specialty, host 
institution, and geographic location. You may then 
view a description, application requirements, and 
available dates for each elective. You may also save 
the electives in which you are interested for future 
consideration.

 
Submit your application

 ● Students must agree to the terms and conditions 
that govern their use of the VSLO application service, 
including truthfulness in their application materials, 
release of personal information, and acknowledg-
ment that they must remain engaged and responsi-
ve during the elective application process.

 ● Requirements vary between host institutions and the 
electives for which you are applying. You will fulfill 
all requirements within the VSLO application service 
as you submit your elective requests.

 ● Students will pay a $40 USD base fee which inclu-
des up to three electives (to any institution in the 
U.S. or Global network) and any quantity of elective 
dates. Additional electives are $15 USD each.
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After submitting your application
 ● Home Institution reviews Applications 
Once you have submitted your applications, your 
home institution will verify information about you 
and fulfil any additional host requirements before re-
leasing the application to host institutions for review.

 ● Track your application 
You can easily track the status of your applications 
are they move through the VSAS application servi-
ce. For example, you can view if your application is 
pending release by your home institution or if it is 
awaiting review by a host institution.

 ● Resubmit a Requirement 
If necessary, a host institution may request you 
resubmit a fulfilled requirement. After receiving an 
email notification you would resubmit the require-
ment through the Tracking area of the VSAS applica-
tion service.

 ● Withdraw or Reinstate your Application 
If you have submitted an application and are no 
longer interested in the elective, you can withdraw 
your application. If you change your mind and the 
elective and date are still available, you can reinstate 
your application and it will continue through the 
application process.

 ● Accept, Decline or Drop an offer 
You may accept or decline offers received from host 
institutions. It is important to respond to an offer 
within the time allotted to ensure the host institution 
can prepare for your visit.  
It is possible to drop an accepted offer if circumstan-
ces no longer allow you to attend the elective op-
portunity.

 ● Complete Post-decision requirements 
While you will submit some requirements with your 
application request, host institutions may also require 
additional “post-decision” requirements be submitted 
only if you accept their elective offer. 
When applicable, the VSLO application service will 
guide you through the process of fulfilling and 
submitting these requirements for the host to re-
view. Some examples of post-decision requirements 
may include, but are not limited to, a copy of your 
passport, immunization records, or proof of HIPAA 
training.

.


